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KIMBERLEY SCIENCE AND CONSERVATION STRATEGY 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Minister for Environment) [4.09 pm]: I have a 
statement about the development of a Kimberley science and conservation strategy. 

The Kimberley is one of the world’s true wilderness areas, with a land area nearly twice the size of Victoria. In 
the heart of the Kimberley region there is incredible wildlife, spectacular gorges and waterfalls. On its coast lie 
some of the world’s most beautiful beaches, untouched coral atolls and rugged islands with an amazing variety 
of marine life. It is recognised as one of Australia’s 15 national biodiversity hot spots and its marine environment 
is internationally renowned as one of the world’s most pristine and ecologically diverse. The region also supports 
a vibrant Indigenous culture with a diverse and ancient heritage. 

The Kimberley also makes a significant contribution to the state’s economy, with considerable opportunity for 
further development in industries such as tourism, offshore oil and gas, mining, agriculture, and Indigenous art 
and culture. The population in the Kimberley is growing rapidly and is expected to nearly double to more than 
70 000 people by 2031. In this context, the state government recognises the significant challenges and 
opportunities in managing the Kimberley and has committed to developing a Kimberley science and 
conservation strategy. This four-year strategy has been endorsed by cabinet. Work on this strategy is already 
underway. At the end of last year, to identify the gaps in conservation-related scientific knowledge in the 
Kimberley, I requested the Department of Environment and Conservation to develop a paper on this issue. This 
paper, titled “A synthesis of scientific knowledge to support conservation management in the Kimberley region 
of Western Australia”, is now complete and is an important contribution to the strategy. This paper can be 
accessed by the community through the Department of Environment and Conservation’s website. The Kimberley 
science and conservation strategy will aim to protect the region’s natural and cultural heritage while at the same 
time allowing the region to fulfil its economic potential. 

The Kimberley is home to a diversity of marine and coastal environments, including islands, coral reefs, 
mangroves and rivers, and is also home to a variety of wildlife, including humpback whales, turtles, dugongs and 
rare snub-fin dolphins.  

To assist in developing an effective strategy, I have today written to a range of groups and organisations with an 
interest in the Kimberley and asked them to provide their views on the future direction and management of the 
Kimberley. This will include factors such as the high value natural and cultural areas deserving of enhanced 
protection—for example, terrestrial areas such as Prince Regent Nature Reserve, areas in the vicinity of the 
Mitchell Plateau, the various islands throughout the Kimberley, marine areas such as Camden Sound, Lacepede 
Islands, Montgomery Reef and Islands, Walcott Inlet, Secure Bay and elements of Roebuck Bay. It will also 
include practical initiatives to assist in preserving the region’s ecological integrity—for example, partnerships 
between state government and local governments, private conservation groups, pastoralists, Indigenous 
communities and the private sector in areas such as fire management and weed and pest control. Finally, it will 
include priorities for future scientific research in the Kimberley—for example, developing improved 
mechanisms for weed and pest control, including of cane toads; fire regimes that support the unique ecology of 
the Kimberley; and opportunities to further engage Indigenous people in conservation work and joint 
management of conservation areas. 

To facilitate this consultation, a number of forums will be held throughout the Kimberley and in Perth, and I will 
make further announcements on these forums once they are finalised. I am also inviting written submissions in 
an effort to examine all views and have as much valuable input as possible into the strategy’s development. 

The Marine Parks and Reserves Authority and the Conservation Commission of Western Australia will also play 
a key role in the development of the strategy. To this end, I have asked the Marine Parks and Reserves Authority 
to have a particular focus on marine areas in the Kimberley. Similarly, I have asked the Conservation 
Commission to have a specific focus on areas within the Kimberley conservation estate that warrant enhanced 
protection. 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer.  
 


